JANUARY 3

Seek to Be Wise

“To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, to receive in-
struction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity, to give prudence
to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth...”

— PROVERBS 1:2-4

t’s no wonder that God starts out the “wise sayings” of Solomon, the
wisest man who ever lived, with a call to wisdom (it’s intentional!).
The first seven versus of Chapter 1 of Proverbs, are a call to learn, grow

in, and teach wisdom, instruction, understanding, righteousness, jus-
tice, and equity — and that this starts with a healthy fear of God. Why?
Because God is the author of these good things, the instructor of these
things, the rewarder for following them and the disciplinarian for not
following them. Being the Creator He knows best!

The alternative to following these good things is that we will follow
the evil things (v§-19), destroy our own lives (v18b), and give up our
life to evil (v/9b) — we may not be the most evil we can be but without
following God we will intentionally or unintentionally follow evil. If
we ignore God’s counsel (v25), if we hate knowledge (v29), if we hate
His reproof and discipline (v25), if we seek our own way, we will be
abandoned to our own devices — our own desires. We may not see the
consequences right away, but eventually we will reap what we sow.

How do we find wisdom, knowledge, reproof? God’s word/scripture;
God’s truth; repentance on our part; praying for wisdom and seeking it
out moment by moment (2 Corinthians 10:5)! Fleeing from evil (2 Timo-
thy 2:22). Loving God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength (Mark
12:30) and loving our neighbor as ourself (Mark 12:31).

We cannot lead the best possible way without God’s wisdom — each
man will do that which is right in his own eyes (Judges 17:6), and that’s
dangerous because we all see things differently. Life and leadership is
about God and people; always has been, always will be.

Pray: Lord, give me wisdom beyond my years, give me a heart like King
David that seeks after you! Help me scour and meditate on your word!
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